Basic Course in Lay Speaking Ministries

Session One: Ministry of the Baptized

   - United Methodist Background

   - Wesleyan Emphases

   - A Connectional Church

   - The Priesthood of Believers

   - Exploring God’s Call

   - Hearing God’s Call

   - Responding to God’s Call

   - Spiritual Gifts 

         - Equipped with Gifts

         - The Body of Christ

         - Equipped for Good Deeds

         - Using Spiritual Gifts

   - The Ministry of All Christians

   - Faithful Ministry

   - Your Response

   - Wesleyan Tradition

   - Exhorters and Class Leaders

   - Biblical Reflection

Session Two: Leading

   -   Servant Ministry

   -   Servant Leadership

   -   Into the World

   -   Your Role in Developing Leaders

   -   Spiritual Leadership

   -   Spiritual Disciplines: A Call to Holy Living 

   -   Accountable/Covenant Discipleship

   -   Leadership Tools

         - Discover Current Reality

         - Name Shared Vision

         - Develop Action Plans

         - Monitor the Journey

         - Unity of Ministry

   -   Leading Meetings

         - Christian Conferencing

         - Discernment

         - Consensus

   -   Biblical Reflection

Session Three: Caring

   -   Responding to the Needs of the World

   -   Works of Mercy: Types of Caring Ministries

         - Prayer Ministry

         - Prison Ministry

         - Stephen Ministry

   -   Acts of Compassion

   -   Acts of Justice

         - Racial/Ethnic/Cultural Cares


         - Listening

         - The Ministry of Presence

   -   Caring Responses

   -   Caring for Creation

   -   Caring Skills

   -   Biblical Reflection

Session Four: Communicating

   -   The Importance and Impact of Communication

   -   Communication Settings

         - Person to Person

         - Personal Space

         - Mutual Understanding

   -   Special Situations

         - Non-Native Language

         - Communicating with Other Age Groups

         - Mentally-Challenged Persons

   -   Small Groups

         - Consideration for All

         - Preparation

         - Practice Respectful Communication

         - Mutual Invitation

         - Listening

   -   Large Assemblies

         - Speech: Patterns and Pronunciation

         - Gestures and Body Language

         - Eye Contact

         - Humor

         - Cultural Considerations and Context

         - Other Ways We Communicate

   -   Ministry in Daily Life

         - Ways to Make a Difference

         - Sharing Our Faith Story

   -   Biblical Reflection

Session Five: Into the World

   -   The Great Commission

         - Forms of Ministry

         - Continuous Study and Spiritual Renewal

         - A Day Apart

   -   Ongoing Outreach

         - Hospitality

   -   Appreciative Inquiry

   -   Affirmative Topic Choice

   -   Asset-Based Community Development

   -   Conclusion

   -   Biblical Reflection

A History of Lay Speaking

